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A. S. Elsakov. The Main Characteristics of the Party System of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Introduction: Bosnia and Herzegovina as part of the Western Balkans region belongs to the group of countries of Central and Eastern Europe. After the end of the cold war, these states have undergone a multistage socio-political transformation: the processes of “democratic transition” in the political sphere of life of the society were accompanied by market reforms in the socio-economic sphere in the conditions of extensively changed international context where these countries have committed to participate in the processes of European integration. These aspects influenced the configuration of the party systems of CEE states, and the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina also has its own characteristics: the heterogeneity of the ethnic composition of the population where there are three major groups well-organized politically and socially, and a specific state structure that arose as a result of the end of an armed conflict that accompanied the disintegration of former Yugoslavia, together setting certain framework of the political process in the state. Political parties, acting as the main link between the administrative structures in the country and its population, may be an important indicator of the public-political discourse prevailing in the state, which one way or another affects the structure of the party system and the main directions of the competition between the main actors in the system.

Materials and Methods: the analysis of the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina was carried out with the use of the statistical data for three election cycles (from 2006 to 2014) in order to deal with its persistent and recurring characteristics. The article is based on the systemic approach to the study of party systems: the phenomenon of the party system is seen as that having its own attributes that affect the flow of processes in the system and, thus, the party system as such cannot be reduced to a simple set of constituent elements (political parties). The party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina was considered through the prism of the two main aspects of studying party systems: the number and relative strength of its constituent elements (for this purpose certain indicators were used, such as fractionalization of a party system, the effective number of parties in the system, the degree of electoral volatility of the system, the extent of concentration of parties in the system) and the scope of ideological polarization of the party system (to characterize which, indicators of ideological center of gravity of the system and the extent of its polarization were used). The degree of openness of the party system describing how and in what direction inherent system constraints influence the behavior of the operating actors was also identified.

Results: the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina is an extremely multi-party one with a relative balance between the system’s actors. At the same time, the party composition of the country’s governments and the inner sector nature of electoral volatility of political parties further indicate that there are clear ways in which the political competition generally takes place in the system in the extremely stable, not subject to large time variations structure of the electoral body of parties focused on separate ethnic groups. This is also proved by the very reasonable indicators of ideological polarization of the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the economic and post-materialist dimensions, while the value dimension of the ideological center of gravity of the system is shifted somewhat to the right. The main style of competition for participation in the government between the actors of the party system also demonstrates the extremely closed nature of the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina in this context.

Discussion and Conclusions: the specific institutional design of the state authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the related characteristic features of the electoral system directly affect many aspects of the configuration of the party system of the country. In general, the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina can be classified as an extended multi-party system (according to the number of relevant parties) with moderate polarization (according to the classical and post-materialist dimensions) and with the multipolar nature of the competition (with several ideological dimensions, distinguished by the degree of importance for the party system). A feature of the party system of Bosnia and Herzegovina is its structuring along certain political units highly isolated from each other and made up of its three major ethnic groups, and which are explicitly expressed through the prism of the relevant electoral bodies. Thus, the main axis of the inter-party competition in Bosnia and Herzegovina concerns the issues of the institutional setup of state bodies and their competencies, as well as other issues relevant to the lives of individual ethnic communities, which provides as an evidence that political questions of the core foundations of the state-building process and of the very necessity to create the united Bosnian-Herzegovinian nation are far from being closed.

L. M. Lemaikina, E. G. Ulyashkina. Multilingualism as a Factor of Socio-Political Relations in a Region.
Introduction: the Russian state system is a rather complex and multifaceted political phenomenon due to various factors, due to the principle of multi-ethnicity, in particular. On the territory of Russia, 193 ethnic groups live without a conflict, which creates conditions for preservation and development of national identity. The analysis of the international legal acts and the legislation of the Russian Federation and its constituent entities indicates that the right of peoples to self-determination (which is also implemented through preservation of language) is one of the main tasks of the state.

Materials and Methods: the paper used the general scientific methods (scientific analysis, deduction and induction) and special methods of scientific knowledge (analysis of legal documents, the comparative method). Besides, the results of sociological research done by other scientists were used as source materials.

Results: the analysis of Russian federalism in terms of national identity is expressed in the preservation and strengthening of cultural characteristics, traditions, language, etc. This study exposes the official stand of the Russian Federation concerning the possibility of recognition of ethnic languages of the titular ethnic groups in a number of constituent entities of the Russian Federation along with its state language. The conclusion is drawn that it is important to timely solve the language problems in the socio-political life of the regions.

Discussion and Conclusions: the legal foundation of the above mentioned phenomena is the Constitution of the Russian Federation which enshrines the principle of self-determination. The constituent entities of the Russian Federation formed on the ethnic basis have certain powers to implement the language policy, which should not infringe upon the rights of other peoples.
K. A. Kudryavtsev. Research and Filling Gaps in the State Regulation of the Price on the Heat-Transfer Agent in a Region.

Introduction: setting a fair state price for energy supply companies in Russia’s regions is of great importance both for the consumers (natural and legal persons) and for the regulated organizations themselves. A too high price may threaten the consumers’ wellbeing, whereas if the set rate is low, the natural monopolist will not be able to effectively carry out the current work and to modernize the existing facilities.

Materials and Methods: the study used the materials from a rate and administrative cases that were pending in the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation. General scientific methods were used: those of analysis, synthesis, induction and deduction, as well as the methods set forth in the Methodological Instructions on Calculation of Regulated Prices (rates) in the Sphere of a Heat Supply.

Results: the paper proposes ways to fill the gaps in the state regulation of the price on the heat-transfer agent (hot water) exemplified by the expert calculation of the amount of the required gross revenue for the energy supply company of Mari Heat Network Company LLC (the city of Volzhsk).

Discussion and Conclusions: the author gives an interpretation of the concept of “fair rate” and defines the methodological foundations of its introduction; the paper resolves the legally unsettled issue of the correct definition of “shortfall in income”; it identifies a gap in the regulation associated with the procedure of settling accounts with consumers in the inter-rate interval and outlines the way for the future actions of a natural monopoly and the anti-trust authorities.

E. N. Koroleva, O. V. Semenchuk, A. A. Grankina. Municipal Mega-Project as a Tool for Effective Use of the Potential of the Rural Areas of a Region.

Introduction: in the conditions of introduction of the system of strategic administration of the municipal socio-economic systems, it is necessary to develop new approaches to the implementation of their growth strategies. Currently, in addition to the traditional tools designed to shape the program and project mechanism for implementing municipal policies, practical application of the tools of the project approach and project administration gain greater urgency. 

Materials and Methods: a set of regulations and strategic documents became the in-formation base for this study. The analytical framework was made up of official statistical materials, information and analytical materials of Russian organizations, consulting agencies for strategic planning, data of expert evaluations by specialists in the field of strategic planning, periodicals and electronic resources. Within the systemic approach, the following research methods were used: scientific abstraction, analogy, retrospective analysis, genetic and synergetic approaches, statistical methods, classification and structuring, strategic analysis and expert evaluation. 

Results: basing on the strategic analysis of the development of the Alekseevka Municipal District of the Samara Region, the concept of a mega-project was formed based on the idea of effective use of the potential of rural areas. The content of the mega-project is revealed in the framework of specific projects on the key fields of municipal development: society, environment, entrepreneurship, institution of local government. 

Discussion and Conclusions: mega-projects are necessary and effective complement to the program and project tools which reveal the nature and practical aspects of implementation of municipal strategies. The paper identifies the conditions of launching mega-projects at the municipal level of government. In the framework of the municipal strategy, a specific mega-project was proposed aimed at the development of the space of the original steppe culture acting as an economic driver of the rural area.

M. A. Zhulina, V. M. Kitsis. Tourist Infrastructure in a Region (Collective Accommodation Facilities): the State, Tendencies and Problems.

Introduction: in modern conditions of development of the tourist industry and the expected influx of tourists to the Republic of Mordovia during the period of the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Saransk, as well as the need to use the heritage of the Cup in the future, the issue of upgrading the collective accommodation facilities is a crucial one. Currently, the problem lies in the lack of the number of hotel beds necessary according to the FIFA requirements, and, in the future, in the prospects of using the accommodation capacities being put into operation today.

Materials and Methods: the materials used for writing this paper were the regulations of the Russian Federation and the data from the territorial body of the Federal State Statistics Service in the Republic of Mordovia. The article employed the methods of mathematical statistics; the development of collective accommodation facilities in the Republic of Mordovia from 2005 to 2015 was analyzed using the methods of comparison and generalization; tendencies and problems of development of accommodation facilities in the region were exposed.

Results: the analysis of the level of development of such an element of the tourist infrastructure as accommodation facilities in the territory of the Republic of Mordovia in general and in its capital, the city of Saransk, in particular, was given. Trends in the development of collective accommodation facilities in the region were identified and systematized; the main problems in this industry were exposed, certain ways of addressing them were proposed.

Discussion and Conclusions: for the present, the level of development of the tourist infrastructure in the region lags behind the main demands of national and international standards. The results of the conducted research allowed to make several proposals for improving the effectiveness of the use of the Republican collective accommodation facilities and making them meet the international standards.

I. N. Pronina, I. L. Sirotina, M. A. Shorokhova. Branding Strategies of the City of Saransk in the Context of the Category of “Quality of Life”.

Introduction: currently, the issue of development of a city brand strategy in any region of the Russian Federation is highly relevant, as its successful implementation can provide a considerable impetus for development of the city, of its infrastructure, human potential, industry, culture and tourism. Choosing an effective branding strategy is a complex task requiring an integrated approach.

Materials and Methods: the materials used were scientific publications of the leading Russian and foreign experts in the field of territorial branding, as well as statistical and rating data from open sources. The study was performed in the framework of an integrated approach based on the principle of systematicity; the methods used were: analysis, synthesis, data generalization and integration, conceptual modeling.

Results: the authors identified the reasons that make creation of the brand of the city of Saransk, the capital of the Republic of Mordovia, a complex scientific and practical issue requiring immediate solution. The performed analysis revealed that there are three brand development strategies of the city of Saransk: Saransk as a capital, Saransk as a sports city and Saransk as a model province. It was exposed that implementation of these brand development strategies, despite the obvious progress, cannot give considerable results because it does not significantly improve the quality of life of the population. 

Discussion and Conclusions: the existing brand development strategies of the city of Saransk are largely intrinsic to other medium-sized cities as well. Having a number of advantages, these branding strategies, however, do not lead to a substantial increase in the important indicator of brand development, that of improvement of the quality of life of the population. In this regard, the issue of choosing an effective branding strategy of a city development remains relevant and requires an integrated approach to be settled.

A. N. Ershov, I. V. Loginova, A. A. Salatova, S. E. Shashurov, A. R. Ziya-zitdinova. Introduction of the Card of a Resident of the Republic of Tatarstan as a Way of Organizing Effective Public Administration.

Introduction: currently, the world is entering a new phase of development, the fourth industrial revolution. The transition to a new social order sets new requirements for the system of public administration, for the principles of public-private partnerships. One of such stages of the transition to building public and private partnerships is the introduction of a pilot project of a universal electronic card. The scientific problem caused by the contradiction between the transition to a new social order and the insufficient development of the implementation and operation of the universal electronic card in the modern Russian city should be solved. This problem has two aspects: the epistemological and substantive ones, therefore, the study is of theoretical, methodological and practical significance.

Materials and Methods: research papers and data from our own pilot study on the attitude of residents of the city of Zelenodolsk in the Republic of Tatarstan as well as that of civil servants responsible for implementation of the project on introduction and application of the card of a resident of the Republic of Tatarstan were used as the materials for writing this article. A comprehensive analysis of the research subject was based on the use of such scientific methods as: secondary data analysis, document analysis, nonparticipant observation, blitz survey, interviews of public servants, discourse analysis of posts and comments in social networks in the framework of the T. A. Van Dijk’s contextual approach.

Results: the study showed a mismatch of objectives, strategies and practices in the implementation of the projects on introduction of the card of a resident of the Republic of Tatarstan at all levels of the system: the federal, regional and municipal ones. Some misunderstanding may be observed at the level of “customer (Federal Government) — performer (specific bodies of state and municipal administration) — consumer”.

Discussion and Conclusions: not only state institutions but also individuals have to contribute to the transformation of the public administration system and the establishment of new social relations, the emphasis being on citizens’ understanding of the long-term benefits. Consequently, it is impossible to achieve tangible results without effective educational and instructive work. Any government initiatives and projects should be supported from below and not imposed administratively from the top.

A. G. Filipova, A. V. Eskova, A. V. Inzartsev. Social Potential of a Region: Experience of Using Cluster Analysis.

Introduction: in the context of the separation of powers between the Federal Center and the constituent entities of the Russian Federation accompanied by charging many social expenses to regional responsibilities, Russia’s regions have become a source of territorial inequality. Territorial inequality, manifested in the different levels of industrial development, different infrastructure availability, and different dimensions of regional social benefits, etc., increases manifestations of individual and family inequalities.

Materials and Methods: cluster analysis was used as the main method of data pro-cessing and analysis. The necessary statistical data were taken from the collected papers “Regions of Russia. Socio-economic indexes. 2016”. Calculations and visualization were carried out with the support of the Deductor program. For clustering three indices were chosen: index of economic development of a region, index of security of a region, index of infrastructure availability in a region. When examining the results of cluster formation (matrices of clusters similarity, cluster profiles, statistical data), the EM-clustering algorithm, being an iterative procedure, was chosen.

Results: seven clusters were identified: the zero one — 3 regions (3.5 %), the first — 7 (7.1 %), the second — 32 (37.6 %), the third — 24 (28.2 %), the fourth — 7 (8.2 %), the fifth — 5 (5.9 %) and the sixth — 8 (9.4 %). By means of the method of grouping, the level of development of social potential of the regions included into a particular cluster was characterized as “very high”, “high”, “medium”, “low” and “very low”. The description was made with respect to each index: index of economic development, index of security and index of infrastructure availability, with the use of descriptive statistics and cluster comparison matrices.

Discussion and Conclusions: data analysis of clustering Russia’s regions according to the level of development of social potential allowed to identify relevant areas for further work. The work on cluster identification will be continued in order to achieve high impact of each of the indices on the formation of clusters as well as to get closer to the minimum values in the comparison matrix. In the next stage of work, correlations of the above mentioned indices of development of social potential of the regions will be revealed and the influence of the constituent elements of each index on its value as a whole will be studied. Comparison of the 2015 data with those from previous periods will give an idea of the dynamics of development of the social potential of Russia’s regions.

T. M. Dadaeva. Childfree Families in a Region: Myth or Reality?

Introduction: childfree is a new social phenomenon that has emerged in the last two decades. It is represented by childless spouses who do not have problems with reproductive health, but do not want to have children. The emergence of childfree families is largely the result of prior structural changes in the society as a whole, as well as of transformation of the family and gender relations in particular. In the context of the demographic crisis in Russia, sociological analysis of this problem is highly relevant.

Materials and Methods: qualitative semi-structured interviews with childfree people (11 men and 4 women from 18 to 27 years old) in the Republic of Mordovia, married or being in a civil union, became the empirical base of this research. The selection was carried out using the snowball method (partly through the social network “VKontakte”). The interview guide included the following thematic blocks: “Parental family”, “Reasons and motives of refusal to have children”, “Attitude towards children, towards starting a family”, “Interaction of the childfree people with the immediate environment (parents, relatives and friends)” and “Value orientations.”

Results: the informants’ main purposes in life are associated with graduating, finding work, housing, etc. In the system of priorities in life, most of respondents mentioned family, relationships with their spouse and friends, as well as “freedom” (“personal”, “from the yoke of the family”), “independence”, “leisure, entertainment, hobby,” “fun life” and “life for oneself.” Most of them live in a de facto union, noting that they do not need registration of a relationship, in particular, because they do not have a child. As the main reasons for choosing childlessness, the majority of informants mentioned the lack of maternal and paternal instinct, fear to give birth and raise children, fear of failing to raise successful children, lack of material resources, cruelty of the society, global problems and perception of the contemporary children as a negative phenomenon. Hatred for children in general was also mentioned. To a lesser extent, this is due to illness, sexual orientation, influence of an unsuccessful family life, parents, etc. The only strong factor of pressure on the childfree people are their parents and, more rarely, friends. As a rule, close friends support their partners in such a choice. Half of the informants said that they socialize with like-minded people, who also chose to be childfree. The childfree are young people from 18 to 27 years of age with higher education or in the process of receiving it. In the study group, there were many representatives from single-parent families. Many of them assume that in the future they may want to have children.

Discussion and Conclusions: сurrently, it is difficult to define what a childfree family is: a long-term trend that will develop in the future, or a temporary community for young people, who may soon change their attitude. There are objective macroeconomic factors of the occurrence of this phenomenon in the current social reality: 1) transition of the Western civilization to the industrial society, especially to the postindustrial one; 2) in the context of democratization and accessibility of higher education, children lose their economic value (children as workers) and are, rather, a dependant burden on the family during the long training which makes it profitable to have few children or no children at all; 3) a well-developed system of social security and services for the elderly people allows them to be economically independent of their children; 4) emancipation of women and transformation of gender roles in general; 5) the growth of individualistic values, personal rights and freedoms, the decline of kinship have led to the freedom of choice of demographic behavior and made childlessness a socially acceptable norm.

1

